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Title

A Case Study of National Health Insurance Research Database (NHIRD) Lawsuits

Comments on Supreme Administrative Court Judgement No. 54 (2017): Data Sharing and Secondary
Use of National Health Insurance Data between Government Agencies and the Protection of Personal
Information

Abstract

National Health Insurance Administration (NHIA) derives National Health Insurance Research
Database (NHIRD) from the mandatory National Health Insurance data related to individuals’
medical treatment and physician reimbursement informaiton. NHIRD has been widely used in
academic studies, such as biomedical, pharmaco, epidemiological, and public health researches.
However, secondary use of individuals’ healthcare data for applications beyond original collection
purposes has raised legitimate privacy concerns and a legal suit was brought against the NHIA.
Issues raised in the case include potential infringements of privacy autonomy and information
privacy, lack of transparency, vague delineation of public task and public interest, and information
security. This article reviews the effect of Taiwan’s Supreme Administrative Court Judgement No. 54
(2017) on personal data/information protection from the perspectives of data processing, public task

basis, purpose limitation, and de-identification.



